
  

  

 

 

 

                         Israeli Independence Day Celebrated May 1st 

While on the Gregorian calendar Israel declared her independence on May 14th, the Hebrew 
date is the 5th of Iyar.  Thus Israel’s Independence Day,Yom Ha’atzmaut, will be observed on 
May 1st this year- early since the 5th is on Shabbat. By design, Israeli Independence Day 
immediately follows Memorial Day (Yom HaZikaron), which is a very significant transition.  

The stark contrast of these holidays, and their side-by-side placement in the calendar, 
encourages deep reflection of their meaning and significance. It’s a reminder that without the 
wars fought and heroes sadly lost, there simply wouldn’t be any reason to celebrate. 

 



The People of Israel Live 

 

Speaking of celebrations…we hope you are joining us for a  cocktail party fund raiser to 

celebrate Israeli Independence Day on Friday, May 2 at 5:30 PM, followed by our monthly 

healing and Kabbalat Shabbat services .  

 

Link for Our Services and Classes: 

Friday Nights On Zoom  

Admin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Topic: Kabbalat Shabat 

Time: Jan 17, 2025 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Fri, 99 occurrence(s) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87690076724?pwd=hIKJWdXvxRjkusB3FNnUik0o604bVt.1 

Meeting ID: 876 9007 6724 

Passcode: 9UKTGX 

  

Saturday Morning Torah study 

Admin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Topic: Saturday Torah Study 

Time: Jan 11, 2025 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Sat, 99 occurrence(s) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89585548554?pwd=kYrRHIxRerHQ9MY9BWs2PdymUSrdN7.1  

Meeting ID: 895 8554 8554 

Passcode: 865091  

Monday to Thursday Evening Classes – Same link for all nights 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87690076724%3Fpwd%3DhIKJWdXvxRjkusB3FNnUik0o604bVt.1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd6b03cdfb633452a4fe208dd6589b37f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638778365398948197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5p8XgoVIKhHKWxEQ0LzsBs8POiD8nJpDco1VoXCKRRg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F89585548554%3Fpwd%3DkYrRHIxRerHQ9MY9BWs2PdymUSrdN7.1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd6b03cdfb633452a4fe208dd6589b37f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638778365398969781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M%2FpgwpdckUighVQKs%2FdHCwAnFRCQus85kR33GsHpPtk%3D&reserved=0


Admin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

  

 Congregation Sinai Evening Classes 

Time: Jan 13, 2025 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, 68 occurrence(s) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81066316451?pwd=A21Mh3ohf04fpoG8F1GCMwYOXCrgiC.1 

Meeting ID: 810 6631 6451 

Passcode: 474625 

 

From the Bimah, Joe Goldovitz 

 

CS Newsletter May 2025 

 

Pesach has now come, and we celebrated, observed and fulfilled our Torah mandated 

commandments. We are now in the period of the Omer, counting the days and weeks until 

Shavuot. The Temple no longer stands in Jerusalem, so the edict for all Israel to make a 

pilgrimage three times a year is not possible. We can however honor the Torah commandments 

and the memory of the Temple in Jerusalem by observing the holidays as best we are able and, 

in this season, by counting the Omer. It is part of our ritual that we also have a Yizkor service 

four times annually. At the end of Pesach, the second day of Shavuot, on Yom Kippur and at the 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81066316451%3Fpwd%3DA21Mh3ohf04fpoG8F1GCMwYOXCrgiC.1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd6b03cdfb633452a4fe208dd6589b37f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638778365398982961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PJfHuxiZsAu1A1O8bo7aMRUCt0HWlMZz1J4xG5NAjnU%3D&reserved=0


end of Sukkot. This service not only does honor to our loved ones who have passed on, but it 

also does honor to the Torah based holidays. Let us keep in mind all year with each Shabbat 

and with Jewish holiday observance that we are God’s people and that we are responsible to 

live in a manner that honors God and Torah. 

 

Joe & Robin 

 

President Lou Chern 

 

 

President’s Message May 2025 

Happy May!  We had a wonderful Seder at Heritage Hills.  Many thanks to Ava for coordinating 

everything, and also to David for donating the rental fee for the room.  Thanks to Lew Blass for 

making the Chopped Liver and arranging the Gefilte Fish.  Also, a big thanks to Joe for making 

the Charoseth and to Joe and Robin for conducting the seder. 

We got our TV!  Thanks to everyone who contributed!  No congregation funds were used to 

pay for it, just your donations.  I’ve already received suggestions from both the Sisterhood and 

Men’s Club for use of the TV for fundraising (movies, shows, Sporting Event viewing).  I created 

a slideshow with the transliteration of most of our prayers for Kabbalat Shabbat services.  Each 

week, I’ve added more. 

We had our General Meeting on Wednesday night, April 23rd at the temple.  Lew and I 

presented the budget, which includes a $50 increase in dues per person, $100 per family.  Our 

expenses have been increasing, just like all of ours at home.  Most expenses are not adjustable, 



as we have increases in Rent each year by contract, and you have all seen the increases in 

utility costs.  The membership dues increase will only cover less than half of our losses from 

this year, so we need to do a better job of fundraising and donations. 

We lost a long-time member of our congregation, Walter Friedman.  He and Bunnie were 

major parts of our “family”.  May his memory be a blessing. 

Please save the date of July 18th for this year’s concert by Joe and his band.  It will be at 

Heritage Hills this time.  We invite everyone to attend and mention it to your friends and 

families.  We always have a great time. 

I hope everyone enjoys May.  For those who are snowbirds, we will miss you until your return.  

Please join us online for our services or classes, as we would love to see you! 

Lou 

Joke –  

Alberto Behar - the big boss at his company - was complaining in the staff meeting that he 

wasn't getting any respect. The next day, he brought a small sign that read:  

"I'm the Boss!"  

He then taped it to his office door.  

Later that day when he returned from lunch, he found that someone had taped a note to 

the sign that said:  

"Regina called, she wants her sign back!" 

 

Synagogue Happenings 

 

Phil’s 95th Birthday and Anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah 

 



 

                                       

 

Pesach 

 

   

                

  



   

 

 

Joyce Cohen for Ritual 

 

 

 

April 4th was our Lay Service. Our talented members sang, chanted and read all the 

Kabbalat Shabbat prayers.. The service began with a you tube  of Ari Schwartz, the cantor of 

Park Avenue Synagogue in New York City, He was shown on our new TV singing Heal Us 

Now!  We also showed a you tube of a Passover parody.. A surprise addition was Joe 

singing Barchu and the Shema.  Our wonderful Passover Seder was organized by Ava McKean. 

Our new Haggadahs, that Lou Blass introduced to us, were donated by Gwen Levy’s  daughter 

and her family. We are celebrating Israel’s Independence Day  on Friday May 2. Join us for our 

Israeli  Cocktail Party.   



Men’s Club President Pierre Haskelson 

 

 

The next Men’s Club meeting will be held at the Rainbow Restaurant in Mascotte, 704 E Meyer 

Blvd on My 4th.  Don’t forget to pick up donation letters at the back of the synagogue which 

you can give to your doctors, hairdressers, or anywhere you do business.  Your participation 

will be a great help to the synagogue to generate funds. 

 

 



 

 
 

Our Sisterhood President Bev Chern 
 

 On behalf of Congregation Sinai Sisterhood, we would like to extend our condolences to 
Bunny Friedman and her family on the passing of Walter Friedman.  They have been very 
active long time members of Congregation Sinai.  May his memory be a blessing. As most 
people know, the prices of everything are going up as sometimes 
it's unavoidable.  Unfortunately, this is also true for our Sisterhood.  Effective June 1, 2025, our 
dues will be going up to $30.  Now through the end of our Sisterhood year (ending May 31st) 
you can continue to pay $25 but starting June 1st, it will be $30.  We hope you will still continue 
to support our Sisterhood. 

Last month, Sisterhood had its Game Day.  It was a successful day with a lot of fun for  over 35 
women who came to play and support our Sisterhood.  We also had raffle drawings with four 
winners. Thank you everyone who played. 

On May 9th, please come to our Sisterhood Shabbat.  Contact Karen Miller 
(Karen4701@aol.com) to let her know if you would like to participate with an English or 
Hebrew part.  This is also the same email to use to have Karen send out tributes for 
you.  The tributes (cards) are only $6.50 each and you can send out birthday wishes, get well 
soon, sympathy, congratulations or anything you can think of.  Karen will make up your card, 
print it, stamp it and mail it for less time than it takes you to get in your car and go to the 
store.  This fundraiser really helps us. 

This month, for our end of year luncheon, we will be having a Hawaiian Luau Party catered by 
the same person that did our Tea Party last year, so you know it will be good.  Please feel free 
to come dressed in Hawaiian attire.  It will be a fun time for all and some surprises.  Thank you 
all who RSVP'd already.  Please go to our Congregation Sinai website under Sisterhood to 
make your payment  or click on this link:  Pay for Sisterhood Meeting and Luau  

mailto:Karen4701@aol.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iatspayments.com%2Fsaaura%2FPAB6901CB1ED38EA72&data=05%7C02%7C%7C69241b31d1bb4910261008dd84ee499b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638812881153370848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xphh2nKLeXPzhNCqbuIi%2Fal9bZDhVSEsodvQwkbHEpc%3D&reserved=0


 

BELK CHARITY DAYS are June 6-8th.  Please see Karen Mandel for tickets. 

Thank you to the following people who sponsored our Onegs in April: 

April 4th  -   Lew Blass 

April 11   -  Walter Leder 

April 18   -  Karen and Joel Mandel 

April 25  -  Janet and Phil Bloom 

For the people who are joining us on the Princess cruise over New Year's, please note that the 
itinerary has changed from the Western Caribbean to the Eastern Caribbean. Please 
contact Bev Chern (bchern923@gmail) for the new itinerary and pricing.   There is  still very 
limited space available for anyone that would like to join us.  As you already know:  what 
happens on the ship, stays on the ship. 

 

 



 

 
             
 

Book Club   President Roz Haskelson 
 

 
 

Our next meeting is at Cooper Memorial Library.  The book is “Remember When” by JD Robb 
and Nora Roberts.  Please call Roz at 352-241-6664 for more information regarding our 

meeting.  
 

 

Happy May Birthday to… 
 

 



Larry Hornstein, May 5 

Regina Behar, May 8 

Ruth Borsky, May 16 

Michael Heyman, May 19 

Lauren Puritz, May 19 

Ann Sail, May 23 

Joyce Cohen, May 24 

Bonnie Farber, May 27 

Happy May Anniversary to… 

Gena and Joshua Lederhandler, May 6 

Lou and Bev Chern, May 17 

Linda and Bob Simontacchi, May 25 

Jack and Sandy Gartner, May 27 

Stuart and Ryan Milchman, May 27 

 

It was with great sorrow to hear that Walter Friedman passed away on April 22nd.  Walter 

was a longtime member of our Temple and will always be remembered.  Our hearts go out to 

Bunnie and his family.   

 



 

 

Yahrzeit Contributions 

April 2025 

Donor                                                      Loved One 

April 2025 

Michele & Pete Sobel   Max Sobel 

     Lillian Sobel 

 

Evan Cronson    George Cronson 

 

Connie Lawrason   Marie Courbow Wolf 

 

Joseph & Trudy Burger   Robert Lichter 

 

Bunnie Friedman   Samuel Morrison 

 

Bunnie & Walter Friedman  Samuel Friedman 

     Molly Faskowitz 

     Alec Scott Friedman  

Wendy and Alan Payne                                 Sylvia Payne 



 

Tributes 

To:                                                                        From: 

Birthday 

Walter Leder                                                      Karen and Joel Mandel 

                                                                                    Karen Miller 

                                                                                    Gwen Levy 

                Liz Perez 

                                                                                   Barbara and Evan Cronson 

Phil Bloom                                                            Gwen Levy 

                                                                                   Karen Miller 

                                                                                   Regina and Alberto Behar 

                                                                      Michele and Pete Sobel  

                            Rocky and Forest Coleman 

                                                                                     Barbara and Evan Cronson 

                                                                                     Lynne and Rick Vincent 

                                                                                      Marsha and Lee Norden 

 

Roslyn Goldwich                                                   Gwen Levy 

                                                                                      Barbara and Evan Cronson  

 



Lew Blass                                                          Lynne and Rick Vincent 

                                                                                       Gwen Levy 

                                                                                        Karen Miller 

                                                                                        Regina and Alberto Behar 

                                                                                         Janet and Phil Bloom 

                                                                                        Liz Perez 

                                                                                        Barbara and Evan Cronson 

 

Helen Miller                                                               Gwen Levy 

                                                                                         Karen Miller 

 

Judy Pape                                                                       Gwen Levy 

Bunnie Friedman                                                          Gwen Levy 

 

Pierre Haskelson                                                 Gwen Levy 

                                                                                            Lynne and Rick Vincent 

                                                                                              Karen Miller   

Scott Miller                                                                      Gwen Levy 

                                                                                              Karen Miller   

Richard Donow                                                              Gwen Levy 

Joe Berger                                                                        Gwen Levy  

Get Well 

Phyllis Kaley                                                                    Michele and Pete Sobel 

                                                                                              Sisterhood 



Trish Ruiz                                                                        Rick and Lynne Vincent 

                                                                                             Karen Miller 

                                                                                             Gwen Levy 

                                                                                              Sisterhood 

                                                                                               Liz Perez 

                                                                                              Ava and David McKean 

                                                                                              Marsha and Lee Norden 

Jack Gartner                                                                    Michele and Pete Sobel               

                                                                                      Anniversary  

Marsha and Lee Norden                                              Gwen Levy       

                    Karen Miller 

                                              Regina and Alberto Behar 

                                      Janet and Phil Bloom 

Darlene and Larry Hornstein                              Gwen Levy 

                                                                                         Regina and Alberto Behar 

Mike and Ann Sail                                                    Gwen Levy 

Sympathy 

Jim Briggs                                                                    Karen Miller 

Bunnie Friedman                                                       Karen Miller 

                                                                                           Gwen Levy 

                                                                                           Ava and David McKean 

                                                                                           Sisterhood 

Thinking of You 

 Jack and Sandy Gartner                            Janet and Phil Bloom 



 

To                                                                                             From 

Mazel Tov 

 

Ava McKean                                                                            Michele and Pete Sobel              

Thank you 

Lew Blass                                                                                  Gwen Levy   

 

Miscellaneous 

For anyone who would like to send a Tribute, please let Karen Miller know at 

karen4701@aol.com and she will be happy to send a card for you.  You can pay online, and it is 

a very reasonable $6.50!   

If you know of anyone in the hospital, please let the Sunshine Committee know and we will get 

a card from the congregation out to them.  For Sunshine, you can contact Sue Levy at 

josulevy@icloud.com.   

For recipes or any other information for the Tablet, please send the information by the 20th of 

each month to Sue Levy at josulevy@icloud.com. 

A few pictures of the Seder at South Lake Hospital which Joe led to teach about Passover.  

                         

mailto:karen4701@aol.com
mailto:josulevy@icloud.com
mailto:josulevy@icloud.com


 

May 
 

 

2025 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

    Israel 
Independence 
Day 
celebrated 

 5:30p 
Celebration 

Healing 6:30p 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat 7pm 

Torah Study at 
Temple, 10am 

Tazria-Metzora 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Religious 
School, 10 
am 

Hebrew 
Class, 7 pm 

Online 
Discussion 
7pm 

Online Torah 
Study, 7pm 

 Sisterhood 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 7 pm 

Torah Study 
online 10 am 

Achare-
Kedoshim 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Religious 
School, 10 am 

Mother’s Day 

Hebrew Class, 
7 pm 

Online 
Discussion 
7pm 

Online Torah 
Study, 7pm 

Sisterhood 
Luau 12 noon 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat 7 pm 

 

Torah Study 
online 10 am 

Emor 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Religious 
School, 10 am 

Hebrew Class, 
7 pm 

Online 
Discussion 
7pm 

Online Torah 
Study, 7pm 

 Kabbalat 
Shabbat 7 pm 

Torah Study 
online 10 am 

Behar-
Bechukotai 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Religious 
School, 10 am 

Hebrew Class, 
7 pm 

Memorial Day 

Online 
Discussion 
7pm 

Online Torah 
Study, 7pm 

 Kabbalat 
Shabbat 7 pm 

Torah Study 
online 10 am 

Bamidbar 

       
       

 

 


