1

Mail: 4327 Highway 27, Box 315, Clermont, FL 34711-5349
Address: 1200 West Broad Street, Groveland, FL 34736-2012
352-243-5353 info@congregation-sinai.org www.congregation-sinai.org
Joseph Goldovitz, Spiritual Leader: 508-272-7562 Goldovitz@Comcast.net

February 2021
Valentine’s Day February 14
President’s Day February 15
Purim on February 25/26

A Purim Shpiel and Hamantashen
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From the Bimah
2021! Seems unreal as if in a sci-fi book or movie. 2020 has had its
issues. Covid and all of the peripheral problems including seclusion
for many and financial troubles for others. Sadly, many have
succumbed to the illness. Many of us are unhappy with the lack of
ability to gather regularly for worship. Orthodox rabbis, have in
different places, given dispensation for people to say kaddish in the
absence of a minyan. Is everyone a potential carrier? How long must
this odd manner of existence continue? I don’t know that anyone can
answer these questions, but there is some light at the end of the tunnel. A vaccine is now being
rendered and within a few months most people will be able to get it. Medical experts claim this
will alter things substantially in our favor. We certainly hope for good results.
Changing subjects, a friend of mine who is a rabbi said to me something to the effect that there
have been many times in history when Jewish people could not gather freely to worship. That
said we have always emerged stronger when the storm passed. May it be that when this covid
storm passes, the Jewish community will be stronger than ever and may we be even more
dedicated to our synagogue and our kehilah.
Happy 2021,
Joe

Celebrate Your Birthday, Your Anniversary or any Special
Occasion with a Virtual Oneg Shabbat

No muss, no fuss, no Dishes, No Cleanup
Would you like to share a special occasion in your family with your
Congregation Sinai family? Sponsor a virtual Oneg Shabbat. No set up,
no clean up, no shopping. You may also honor your friends by
selecting special readings for the evening. Contact Bev Chern for
more information. Bchern923@gmail.com or 267-808-5558.
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Prez Jack Says
Dear Friends,
The new year begins with high hopes. We have a new President,
and new government, and the vaccination process against Covid
19 has begun. We will remain cautious and kept out Synagogue
building closed until we see a real decrease in the infection rate. I
pray will be back to normal before too much longer.
Passover is just a little over 60 days away and your Board does not believe it’s possible to
conduct a safe community Seder again this year. Joe will conduct a Seder service online and
then everyone can have their Seder dinner at their own table.
Purim will also be celebrated online with Shabbat on February 26th, please dress up in costume.
There is a rumor that prizes will be awarded for best costumes.
The elections are over and it’s time to bring our country, our state and our congregation back
together. We should all want the new Administration to succeed and we must strive for Shalom
Beit in our homes, in our Synagogue and in our Nation.
Prez Jack.

Book ClubFirst Thursday 1:00 PM
February - My Own Words - Ruth Bader Ginsburg with Mary Harnett and Wendy
Williams. - Presenter Marsha Norden
March Book of Lost Names - Kristen Harmel - presenter - Michele Sobel
April. to be determined
May 58 Summers - Elin Hilderbrand. Any Questions Call Roz 352 241-6664
Stay well

Presenter - Karen Miller
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Our Sisterhood Speaks
Happy February Sisters! I hope you all are staying well and enjoying life as
much as the pandemic will allow. We learned about the Midrash from Joe
Goldovitz last month and are thankful for his presentation.
Everyone continues to participate in helping Faith Neighborhood Center
and they are very grateful. With your help from our fundraisers, we were
able to make a donation to Faith Neighborhood Center from the Sisterhood,
so thanks to all of you for your continued support. We still have mask
holders for sale. I have several!
We are promoting ShopWithScrip and this is such a great and easy fundraiser if you choose to participate.
We made almost $900 last year. Please feel free to contact Bev Chern and she can walk you through the
steps of signing up. Once everyone has had their vaccines, I am sure participation will increase.
The next meeting is on February 18th at noon and our very own Ruth Borsky will discuss the formative
years of 3 Jewish women of distinction including Golda Meir, Rebecca Gratz, and Ruth Bader Ginsberg. I
hope you can join us. Please let me know if you have any ideas about programs. Stay safe! Ava

Men’s Club
Hi Everyone!
This month, we have a Men’s Club Meeting virtually via GoToMeeting on Sunday, February 7 at 9:30
AM. Even if you are not currently a member, feel free to join us. Contact me at LChern@comcast.net and
I will forward the link to the meeting.
We have a new restaurant for a Share Day on Tuesday, January 26th, 11 AM – 8 PM. Ellie Lou’s Brew and
BBQ is on Citrus Tower Blvd, just off Rt 50 next to the CVS. They have both indoor and outdoor seating,
or you can call for takeout. We will be receiving a percentage of the entire day’s sales, so you do not need
to bring the flyer with you. Please give it a try! Bev and I love their food and service.
On February 9th we return to Sonny’s. This is Dine-in or takeout, and a flyer is required.
We have another new venue on Tuesday, February 16th. It’s Texas Roadhouse. This will also be Dine-In or
Takeout, and the flyer will be required.
I want to thanks the members who suggested Texas Roadhouse, and all of you who have gone to Ellie Lou’s
and mentioned that you are from Congregation Sinai. If you have a favorite place, please let me know!
Have a great February and STAY SAFE!
Lou Chern
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Yahrzeits

In Memory Of

Dr. George J Stryker
by Alan and Stephanie Morgenstern

Dorothy Mandel
by Joel and Karen Mandel

Abbott Erwin Wolf
by Paul and Connie Lawrason

Millie Koslan
by Marlene Koslan

Alice Lieber
Samuel Levy
by Gwen Levy

Mark Koskie
Helen Skrobacky
by Russell and Tobie Koskie

Sylvia Rubin

Daisy Weile

by Randy and Rhonda Hunt

by Pierre and Roslyn Haskelson

David Foskowitz
Jacob Irving Friedman
by Walter and Bunnie Friedman

Rosaline Tepper
Florence Bain
by Dr. Al and Basha Schlazer

Ron Pape
by Judy Pape

Flora Cagan
Esther Raiffe
by Steven and Rosalind Silpe
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Fun & Fashionable Face Mask Holders!
New Congregation Sinai Sisterhood Fundraiser
Today, face masks have become an absolute necessity to
protect ourselves, friends, families and co-workers. The
challenge is to remember them and to always keep them
handy. The local Congregation Sinai Sisterhood is selling a
much-needed product for our times to help answer this
new daily challenge.
With a large array of fun and fashionable lanyards and
necklaces, you can easily hook them up to your face
masks. These lanyards and necklaces will keep your face
masks around your neck when you take them off while
eating, driving in your car and in-between every off-on use.
Face mask necklaces and lanyard cords have become
extremely popular convenience for children, college
students and all adults. Instead of hooking a face mask to hang from one of your ears or stuffing it in your
pocket, a necklace or lanyard simply allows your mask to rest around your neck. Then when you need it,
you can easily slip it on! The fancy face mask necklaces are made from the Tagua nut found in Ecuador.
These reasonably priced unisex mask neck holders come in a
variety of colors and designs, so you can quickly change them to
match your mood or wardrobe. Red, Royal Blue, Multi-Color and
Black Onyx Combo Face Mask Necklace Holders are only $10
each. The Ivory, Turquoise, Charcoal and Multi-Color Face Mask
Lanyard Cords are only $5 each. Shipping and handling are $5. All
proceeds will go to the Congregation Sinai Sisterhood. Checks can
be made payable to: ‘Congregation Sinai Sisterhood’ and mailed to:
4327 South Highway 27, PO Box 315, Clermont, FL 34711.Please
mark the envelope “Sisterhood” For orders and special requests,
contact Mimi Miller via email at: MaskHolders@aol.com.
Congregation Sinai! Congregation Sinai helps our community celebrate all Jewish holidays with special
events and virtual services. Congregation Sinai has been serving the Jewish Community and all local
South Lake residents with charitable community support activities here in Central Florida for the past 17
years. Many services and annual holiday events are open and free to the entire community. Joe
Goldovitz provides distinctively unique spiritual leadership. This organization serves as a house of prayer,
assembly and study in which the spectrum of Jewish expression is cultivated, protected and nurtured.
They provide educational programs for children and adults, bible study groups, bar/bat mitzvah study
programs and group tours to Israel. They strive to educate adults and children in Judaism's rich heritage
with contemporary significance, while sharing Jewish culture,
rituals, traditions and values.
Celebrate Jewish Holidays & Traditions! For more
information about Congregation Sinai events, holiday services,
membership, educational programs, Friday night Shabbat
services and their special events; call: 352-243-5353. Email
info@congregation-sinai.org and visit their website at:
www.congregation-sinai.org.
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/2022346804470513.
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The cost for each card (tribute) is $6.50. Please fill out a tribute
form, your check and write Tributes on the bottom left side of the
envelope. Please mail to Tributes, c/o Joyce Cohen, 2222 Merry Rd,
Tavares, Fl
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To Our Virtual Oneg Sponsors
Vicki Dingee
Forrest and Rocky Coleman

Harold and Carole Lovitz

Joel and Karen Mandel
Lee and Marsha Norden
Walter and BunnieFriedman

Passover is Coming
It is less than 60 days to Passover and we have to start cleaning
and cooking. We are preparing a Special Passover Edition
featuring recipes for Passover. We need you to send us your
favorite Passover recipes. If you have information about
Passover you can share customs and special information, please
share it with us. All information is needed by February 25 to give
us time to shop and prepare. Please send all information to
gwenlevy3606@gmail.com. Thank you.

February Birthdays
1 Eileen Krauskopf
4 Harold Lovitz
12 Barry Horowitz
18 Stuart Milchman
22 Stephanie Morgenstern
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Bagels and Bible
These are the sidras we will be studying this month:
2/6/21 -- Yitro,-- Ex. 18:1 -- 20:23
2/13/21 - Mishpatim -- EX. 21:1 -- 24:18
2/20/21 - Terumah -- Ex. 25:1 -- 27:19
2/27/21 - Tetzaveh -- Ex. 27:20 -- 30:10

Thank you
Dear Congregation Sinai Family:
Thank you for all your prayers and get well wishes. I look forward to seeing you all
soon.
Walter Friedman
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To Be 8 Again!
A man was sitting on the edge of the bed, watching his wife, who was looking at Herself in the mirror.
Since her birthday was not far off he asked what she'd like to have for her birthday.
'I'd like to be eight again', she replied, still looking in the mirror.
On the morning of her Birthday, he arose early, made her a nice big bowl of Coco Pops, and then took
her to Adventure World theme park. What a day! He put her on every ride in the park; the Death Slide,
the Wall of Fear, the Screaming Roller Coaster, everything there was.
Five hours later they staggered out of the theme park. Her head was reeling and her stomach felt upside
down. He then took her to a McDonald's where he ordered her a Happy Meal with extra fries and a
chocolate shake.
Then it was off to a movie, popcorn, a soda pop, and her favourite candy M&M's. What a fabulous
adventure!
Finally, she wobbled home with her husband and collapsed into bed exhausted.
He leaned over his wife with a big smile and lovingly asked, 'Well Dear, what was it like being eight again?
Her eyes slowly opened and her expression suddenly changed. 'I meant my dress size, you retard!!!!'
The moral of the story: Even when a man is listening, he is gonna get it wrong.

It’s Purim!!
Purim Service February 26 7:30 PM
Costumes, Groggers, Megilah
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February 25/26
Let’s Make Hamantashen
Easy Hamantaschen
A favorite treat for the Purim holiday! It has always worked better for me if I
cover the dough and refrigerate overnight.
Prep: 15 mins
Cook: 12 mins
Yield: 24 cookies
Total: 27 mins

Ingredients
3 eggs
1 cup granulated sugar
¾ cup vegetable oil
2 ½ teaspoons vanilla extract

½ cup orange juice
5 ½ cups all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 cup fruit preserves, any flavor

Directions

Step 1
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease cookie sheet.
Step 2 In a large bowl, beat the eggs and sugar until lightly and fluffy. Stir in the oil,
vanilla and orange juice. Combine the flour and baking powder; stir into the batter to
form a stiff dough. If dough is not stiff enough to roll out, stir in more flour. On a
lightly floured surface, roll dough out to 1/4 inch in thickness. Cut into circles using a
cookie cutter or the rim or a drinking glass. Place cookies 2 inches apart onto the
prepared cookie sheets. Spoon about 2 teaspoons of preserves into the center of
each one. Pinch the edges to form three corners. Some other favorite fillings are mini
chocolate chips, mini M&Ms and Peanut butter


Step 3
Bake for 12 to 15 minutes in the preheated oven, or until lightly browned. Allow
cookies to cool for 1 minute on the cookie sheet before removing to wire racks to cool
complete
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